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II. EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES (Continued) |
6. Duplicating facilities____ . ___________. il .
7. Movable, adjustable seats_.____________. 7 =
8 Audio-Visual aids_ . .. ________________.
© 9. Adequate play equipment..__ .__________. : el
10. Janitorial supplies and housekeeping___. ¥ | ==t )
11. Framed art pictures.__ . _________. L - _ P
12. First aid kit _______________________ : : S I
_13. Thermometer properly placed__________
14. Clock in good repair_ . _____ . ______ “ R
15. Flags properly displayed______________ £
16. Textbooks and supplementary readers__. Ll
I
III. TEACHER !
1, General Training___.____ e ] .
2. Training and Experience in Rura]l Fields Ll
3. Professional Interest and Growth______. et
IV. CURRICULUM
1. Correlation of Subject Matter—._._____ L=
2. Pupil Activities___ . ____________ el I
3. Subject matter made meaningful _______ Y ol
4. Follows State and County Plans________ el
5. Health & Phys. Ed. Prorgam__________. el
V. COMMUNITY RELATIONS
1. School a Community Center___._______. L | ‘ '
2. P.T.A. or Community Club_______.______ el B
VI. GENERAL ESTIMATE OF SCHOOL_____ L .
VII. DESIRABLE FEATURES
Are there indoor toilets? ~tO What type?
Does school have a radio?___.—zd Artificial lighting ?_?MLLQAM_
Warm lunch program? 2 - Explain_>

Special health program? .o’ EXPW‘ZMM-
Are there insect screens for doors and windows? _ )
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We, the former teachers and pupils, and friends are gathered here today to
celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the Spanish Needle School,

It is always a pleasure to return to your childhood home where, years ago
you knew everyone, everyone knew you, and again recall all the roads, foot paths
and short cuts across the fields to a neighbor's house and to school. Also, it
is a time when smiles and tears are close together; smiles for those schoolmates
you have not seen for years, and tears for the friends and loved ones who have
gone on before,

I am not here this afternoon to make a speech, this is merely an informal
talk, and I ask that you travel along with me down memory lane. Let us go back
to those very early days when the first settlersfcame from the south, bought
government land, and established their homes on the Spanish Needle prairie in
Brushy Mound township;iMacoupin County, Illinois. As the years went by, we will
find 2 number of them taking an acting part in the life of Carlinville.

Why the name Spanish Needle? There is no answer, Some people think it was
nemed for the creek which crosses the north side of the school district. Others
are inclined to believe it was so called because of the Spanish Needle flowers,
those georgeous orange yellow blossoms that grow profusely along the roadside
in early autumn. They are beautiful to look at, but when the petals fall they
leave a mean sharp needle that can be very snnoying.

I shall use the school house as a center of location for this story. The
Hirem J. Rice family was among the first of the new settlers., Their home was a
large two story, white house a mile or more to the northeast. This is still
standing but was abandoned as a dwelling some years ago and is now used as a
storage place for hay.

There were four Rice children, as follows: Clarence, who moved to a farm in
Gillespie township; Frank, the father of Clarence A., Hiram, Jack and Robert and
their home was directly north; a daughter Florence Rice Davis, the mother of Harry
and Marshall. I mention these younger children because they were in school with
many of us who are here today. The other daughter was Miss Mary. ©She attended
Monticello College but was not a graduate. From the history of the Macoupin
County Court House written by W, B. Brown, we learnithat she, when a girl of sixteen,
had the honor of turning the first shovel of dirt in the ground breaking ceremonies
for the foundation of the new Court House. She married Milo Graham who was a doctor,
a druggist and owner of the first drugstore in Carlinville. Today there is still
a Graham drug store and the druggist and name is Clarence Day Grzham, great-
grandson of the former, I remember the first Mr, Graham, a very quiet dignified
old gentleman., He quite frequently, when roads and weather permitted, ceame out
to the Rice farm for the day, driving a white horse to a bright yellow road
wagon. He would be going home at the time school was dismissed and never failed
to stop and say “"climb in and ride, chidren, we can make room for every one,"

A short way across the fields, southeast, was the home and farms of Colubus
Wheeler, Here, too, was a large white, twc story house which has been kept in
excellent repair and remains a very prettyczcountry house. Mr. Wheeler was the
son of James and Catherine Harlan Wheeler who came from Christian County, Kentucky,
in the early 1830's, He was a successful farmer and stock buyer, and the
Wheeler home was especially noted for its gracious hospitality. There were a
number of young people in the family who were fond of entertaining, and many
were the relations and friends who.were want to gather here for a good time,
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Adjoining these farms, straight west, was the home of the George Urquharts.
They were English people., Mr. Urquhart was born in England and when a young man
came to Jacksonville, I1l., and later moved to Macoupin County. Everyone will
remember the well kept buildings, and there were a number of them, the beautiful
lawn and flowers, white picketfences, and closely clipped hedges. Also, we are
reminded that no weeds ever grew on Urquhart lands, All these features made it,
in the early years, one of the most attractive farms on the prairie.

There are many memories centered in this place as one recalls the happy hours
spent with these good friends, not only in schoold days, but the years that
followed. The immediate members+of the family are no longer here. The last one
Miss Dorcas, who was much beloved and a good friend to all, passed away one year
ag0. .

People by the name of Fishback formerly lived on the Urquhart farm, but
they moved away and nothing further is known about them except on daughter
married Mr, George Castle of Carlinville. He served as postmaster for a number
of years and was always much interested in the County Fair. He owned what was
probably the first livery barn in town,

The Marshall Stratton lands and home are directly across the road, south,
They, too, were English people who came first to Virginia and in 1834 moved to
Illinois. He was one of the very well to do land owners in the township, His
property extended along the southside of the road to the brick churck and far
into the timbers beyond. There was one daughter, Miss Mary, who married C.H.C.
Anderson, founder of the Anderson Bank in Carlinville, There is a Stratton
Addition and a Marshall Street in Carlinville, so called in memory of this
pioneer settler, After Mr., Stratton'retired and moved to town there were a
number of tenants on his farms. I recall the Joseph Lotts, Sen, Harts, Jacob
Ebar and last the Grichnik family who now own the entire original track. Probably
Rev. D.P. Deadrick one of the pioneer Baptist ministers of Macoupin County was
the first renter. There were four Deadrick children and they all attended the
Spanish Needle school. One son, Robert, was a student at Shurtleff College in
Alton, Il., and then transferred to Falpariso University, Falparisoc, Ind.,
where he graduated. There followed several years of teaching in the country
schools, and then with his brother, D.J. Deadrick and Elmer Wheeler, a son of
Columbus Wheeler, formed & partnership and operated a hardware store on the
douth side of the square for a good many years. A daughter, Miss harriet, was
a graduate of Blackburn College and was a long time teacher in the elementary
schools of our city. She now resides in a nursing home, is ninety-five years
0ld and undoubltedly would be the oldest living pupil who attended Spanish Needle
school.

The Haskins Trabues came from Hodginsville, Ky..in 1834. The name "Trabue"
is French. A history of these people shows it was once spelled "La" or "Les"
Trabue., They were among the French Huguenots who fled from their native country
at the time of the French Revelution, and sought refuge in the Carolinas, later
they moved to Kentucky and from there to Illinois, They were slave owners.
Realizing the time was not far distant where there would be trouble between the
north and south because of slavery, they freed their slaves and moved north.
Evidently they had considerable money for the time in which they lived and were
able to purchase a large section of land which extended north of the brick church
on either side of the road, for a mile or more, Their home was near the Spanish
Needle cemetery, which plat of ground was taken from their farm, Passing through
the lots on the way to the cemetery one will note a large red barn which was
built by Hackins Trabue in 1837. It was originally used as a wool mill, or
‘carding factory. Here people from far and near brought their wool to be carded
and made ready for spinning and wearring.
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In connection with the Trabues, I should like to mention Mr. and Mrs,
Christ Reiher who most likely were the first german people to settle in this
community. They come from the province of Mecklenberg-Schwarin in Germany
to Carlinville and found employment in the Trabue home. She helped with the
house work and he as a field hand, As time went on they were able to buy a
farm of their own which joined that of my father, They were our very good
neighbors for a long time., I still remember a few german words and several
lines of a little german prayer they taught me. Also, I am reminded of the
delicious coffee cake and german cookies grandma Reiher could bake,

across the road west from the cemetery was the farm and home of Isaac
Wilson, my great grandfather, ' Here my grandfather, John Wilson, lived and here
my father and I wereborn. A part of the original house is still standing and
is far overwone hundred years old. In‘'this place there is first mention of a
school in Spanish Needle, There are two versions as to where this little
primiative class room was located. One, that it was in a log house at the
corner of the yardj the other a sizeable, rough, wide board structure, that
was used for a smoke house where the family's supply of meat was smaked and cured-
who the childred were that received their first lessons in reading, writing
and arithmetic in one or the other of these buildings, and how many, no one
knows, Very likely it was a day school for children in the near by neighborhood,
but definitely Miss Sue Kelley was the teacher. She was a relative of the
family and married James Messick, a son of Joseph Messick, the Messicks came
from Tennessee in the early 1840's., He was one of the first trustees of schools
in the township and served as president of the Board for a number of terms.
Their home was a short distance across the fields to the southeast. The old
house is no longer there and has been replaced by the modern ranch home of
Wayne Young, Most of us will remember that James Messick owned a music shop in
Carlinville and sold pianos, organs and sheet music., There was one daughter,
Miss Nelle, who was the wife of Gilson Brown, a Brighton attorney.

When the new school house was built, the o0ld building, a frame structure
about the size of this, was sold to John Wilson and moved to his farm. Here it
served as a corn crib and storage place for other small grains and I believe
it is still there.

The history of schools prior to 1866 is somewhat lost in the past. However,
there is one record which states the first school district was organized in 1834,
and the same year a school house made of hand carved logs was built near Brushy
Mound. The first teacher was Thomas P. Love,

Another source of information is an old record book that chanced to come to
my hands, and is very interesting reading. It has been rebound and on the front
page in large letters are the words "Journal of Township Nine, North, Range
Seven, West of the Third Prineipal Meridian (Brushy Mound Twp)". The leaves
have faded to a deep ivory shade, but the writing is fairly good and there are
only a few pages that are too dim to be read., The following statement is first
noted: Instead of selling all the sections of a township as public lands, the
United States government set apart section sixteen for the maintenace of public
schools, The first entry is dated March 6, 1841 and reads: "We, the trustees:
of Brushy Mound Twp. at a regular meeting, received a petition from the inhabitants
praying a revaluation of the sixteenth section in said township, and we, the
said trustees, having applied to the County Court to appoint trustees to revalue
said land, and they refused to have anything to do with it, we therefore appointed
appraisers and requested they make a report at the next meeting."
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In the following May the trustees, Haskins, Trabue, John Johnson, Levi
Gimlin, and T.J. McReynolds called a meeting and among items of business was the
appointment of W.S, Keltner as treasurer for the township and keep records of
all proceedings. He was especially requested to accept no money under par.

A report of the appraisers was made accepted approval and ordered filed in the
the Macoupin County Commissioneer of schools, The appraisers value of property
was not named.

The first distribution of money in the district was in the sum of fifty five
dollars; thirty nine dollars of this amount was the State fund for the year,
the remaining sixteen was the township fund. The trustees ordered that four
dollars in "good money" and six dollars in "state paper for what it is worth"
be left in the hands of the treasurer to buy two "well bound books" for the use
of the township.

The first school teachers named at this early date were E.Y. Rice and L.O,
Kimble. The entry does not state the number of children, or how many days were
taught, but the sadary paid the two was $18.19,

The first school directors were I,L, Wilson, Thomas Hughes and James
Mitchell, and the trustees ordered that they take a census of the township.

In 1844 the trustees ordered a redistricting of section sixteen and this
was done by drawing a linethrough the center from north to south and from east
to west, thus dividing the section into four equal parts. These districts were
first known as districts number one, two, three and four, Eventually they were
named Brushy Mound, Oak Hill, Spanish Needle and Washington, Some years later,
District number five was added on the east side of the township and thus
included sections one, two, and twelve.

The following year T.J. McReynolds was appointed to supervise arresurvey
of the township and mark each corner with a stone, He was permitted to hire
helpers to carry chains and otherwise assist with the work, and the rate paid
was not to exceed fifty cents a day., The servey was made by Isaac Whitaker,
Macoupin County Surveyor, and the charge was twenty-~four dollars,

An order was made in the year 1845 by the trustees "that there be a Board of
Examiners appointed to examine teachers for schools and, therefore, T.J. McReynolds
Fenlon Trabue, E.L., Palmer, Thomas P, Love and H.H. Aldridge are hereby named as
examiners and are requested to meet with the trustees at their next board meeting.
At this joint meeting the following orders were made, and I quote:

"Ordered that teachers hereafter are required to teach eight hours in each
day between the middle of March and the middle of October; the remainder of the
year to teach at least six hours in each day; ordered further that teachers
shall teach five days in each week and thirteen weeks shall constitute a quarter;
ordered that teachers be required to have each of their reading scholars read
one or more lessons in the New Testamment each day; Ordered that the trustees
pass the following as a bylaw, that there be a fine of two dollars assessed
against each trustee who fails to attend any Board meeting of the trustees
without a reasonable excuse for not attending."

One item of special interest noted was the cost of éducation in the 1850's,
An entry made during this period reads: "We the trustees of Brushy Mound Township
called a meeting of the Board for the purpose of estimating the amount of money
necessary to support the schools for the coming year, and make an assessment on
the taxable property in the township, It was agreed that $1311,00 would cover
all expenses; therefore, it was ordered that an assessment of six mills on the
on dollar valuation be levied,"

Through the years the amount due the districts for each child attending
school varied from twelve to thirty-three cents for the school year,

The last entry made in the "Journal" is dated October 1859, From this time
until 1866 there is no record.
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The trustees held regular meetings twice a year, in April and October.

They usually met at the school house near Brushy Mound, sometimes at teh house
of a trustee. The first meeting at the Spanish-Needle school house was in 1847,
At these sessions the books of the treasurer were examined, notes renewed,
interest collected, and a distribution of money made to each district.

The first two teachers of Spanish Needle school were H.H. Aldridge and John
Keltner, a son of W,S. Keltner who served as township treasurer for more than
nine years. Other teachers who followed were E,J. Trabue, S.S5. Peebles, J.S.
Ramey and Maria Fishback. I name these because they were all members of well
known families who came to this community in the early days.

It is the general belief that Don Cameron was the first teacher in the new
building and was the one our parents knew, He was considered a very good teacher
and was particularly noted for bring a stern diciciplinarian, He could plag ball
with the big boys during recreation time, but in the school room absolut law and
order was maintained, Mr. Cameron was an early member of the Masonic Lodge
in Carlinville and was the first libriarian for the city library. A daughter,
Miss Ann, taught in the city school for some years and after her marriage to
Stith Wright, moved to a farm on the east side of the township,

Until 1890 when Mr, Frank Hoehn came to teach Spanish Needle school there
are only four teachers who are remembered namely: Dr, James Dorcaleno, who was
a teacher for a number of years and then entered medical college, Robert Deadrick,
who was mentioned above and Miss Elizabeth Trabue., My father was one of her
pupils and always spoke of her as a cultured, refined lady and a good teacher.
Miss Trabue was a student at Monticello Seminaryjvnow Monticello College, which
at that time was one of the first schools for girls in the middle west.
Incidentally, I might add that there were several from this community who
attended the seminary. The others were Mary Stratton Anderson, Mary Graham Rice,
Catherine Wheeler and Sarah Harlan Trabue. Some years later there were the two
daughters of T.J. McReynolds, Sarah (Mrs, C.0. Loveless) andCaladonia (Mrs. Dave
Hays). All this would seem to say that even in those early days parents were
interested and eager for their children to obtain a better education than had
been granted them. .

The fourth teacher was a Mr, McAliney. There is little information regarding
him. He was generally considered an excellent teacher and did much for the
community. A literary society was organized, there was a debating team, and the
usual spelling matches. There were quite a number of youngpeople in the neigh~
borhood at that time and the programs offered were very popular. Many pupils
from the adjoining districts came to Spanish Needle for an evening of pleasure -
The Stoddard boys, William and C.L, from Brush Mound, the Rameys frem Oak Hill,
The Deffenbaughs from East Liberty and the Perrines and Donahues from Plainview,

One of my fathers good friends was Orin Hartley, He attended a college at
Bushnell, Ill., as did many of the young people in those days. He taught school
for a number of years and then because interested in politics and served as County
Clerk. In later years he was employed in Springfield, The Hartleys lived on
one of the Stratton farms, south of the brich church, which now is the home of
Rosalie Grichnik.

I remember distinectly my first day at school and still consider it one of
the unhappy days of my life, I was six years old and had looked forward to
this occasion with much enthusiasm. I believed I was well equipped to start my
education, for there was a shiney new tin bucket for my lunch, a new first
reader; a large double slate, all bound around and laced up on side with a red
cord, which was my special pride and Jjoy; last, was a pencil tablet and a bright
red pencil which Mr, Otto Steinmeyer of the Steinmeyer Drug:Store gave me when
mother bought my supplies,
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There was some mis=-understanding in regards to the beginning of school and only
two puils were present-Claude Short and Gertie Huddleston. They were much older
than I, complete strangers, as was Mr, Hoehn, the teacher, It was a long day,
not at all interesting, and when four 6'clock finally ceme a much disappointed,
disilfusioned little girl went home quite convinced that she didn't like school
and wasn't going back,

I recall some of the older pupils in school at that time and perhaps others
here today will also remeber them, There was John and James Hughes, Roy and
Allie McCann., The later lived in East St. Louis and has seldom failed, until
this year to return to the old neighborhood and the cemetery at decoration time,
Ernest Grassel, a relation to Otto and August Miller, went to the Phillipindes
when a young man, liked the Islands so well that he made the country his permanent
home. He was a very close friend of Mr., Hoehn's and their friendship continued
through the years. Then there was Gus and Margaret Whitlock, They both taught
school and attended college. The latter securred a master's degree from an
eastern university and continued teaching until retirement. She now live in
California.

Mr, Hoehn taught Spanish Needle for four or five years and then there came
the time when he told the directors he was resigning and going else where,

There was genuine regret because of his leaveing and bothzchildren and parents
were unanimons in thinking there would never be another teacher like Mr, Hoehn -
there just couldn't be,

The last day of school that year was in the Spring.

And the following year another teacher applied for the Spanish Needle School
namely Miss Anna Killam who continued to teach 30 or more years. Her family
bought a farm on the Bunker Hill road south of the Brick church, where se continued
to live until going to Lakeview Home some two years ago.

We live in a progressive world and the passing years bring many changes,
none greater than those in the schools of yesterday and today. At the turn of
the century no bus waited at the cross roads to take children to school. They
trudged along over frozen ground and the snows of winter, the rains and mud of
spring time. There was no cafateria and no hot lunches at noon. The play-
ground was a rough, cindery yard., The games were the simple ones such as black
man, dare base, and "andy over". There was always a ball team and when spring
came there was scarcely room to accomodate all the marble games. Sometimes a
little boy would come to school in the moring with 2 pocket full of grey colored
marbles, and return home in the evening "flat broke".

There were two features of entertaimment during the year. One was the
annual Christmas program held at the church., The children sang Christmas cerols,
there were recitations, dialogues and of course a large tree that looked so
festive and gay, all dressed up with strings of popcorn, cranberries and bright
candles, Santa Claus alweys arrived at the last to distribute the gifts stacked
under the tree, so everyone went home happy.

‘The second event was the last day of school., Again there was a program of
songs and recitations, The people of the neighborhood came and at the close of
the exercises cookies, cake and home made ice cream, which was a real treat,
were served, When the snows came there was eoasting and sleigh rides, and I am
reminded of skating parties at the big pond on the August Hacke farm. The boys
would build a large bonfire and those who could not skate gathered around, kept
warm and watched the fun.

People living in this modern age with all its conveniences, luxuries, and
easy transportation would verl likely consider the experiences of these children
real hardships. This is not true., I believe they accepted it all philosophically,
Just a way of life and there were no complaints, As I think it over, they were
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a happy group of bys and girls who played and stdied together quite harmononsly,
And they did good work, Many times a pupil from the country schools ranked in the
high ten at the annual eighth grade examinations.

Another great change in the community is that in the ownership of real
estate, The Trabue family one by one moved away to new homes and their farms,
with two exceptions, were acquired by August Hacke., He was born in Germany and
came to Carlinville when a young boy. He was a successful farmer, a good business
man, and for a number of term served as county supervisor from this township.

Mr., Hacke was a Civil War Veteran, a member of the John I. Rinaker 122 Illinois .
Infantry. He is burried in the Spanish Needle Cemetery.

The eighty acres directly north and from which the one acre for this school
was taken, belonged to Joseph Trabue, When the family moved to Kansas to make
their home, his farm was purchased by John Wilson. On this place once stood a
beautiful, old colonial type home, which people considered on of the most attractive
in the township., This was completely destroyed by a cyclone that swept across
the prairie May 18, 1883, There was much damage to woods and growing crops and
four people were killed, namely the wife and two granddaughters of Captain Baker,
whose home is now owned by Mrs. Anna Trabue, and Betty Wilson Rice, the wife of I
Frank Rice. Clarence A. Rice was their son and the latter two were mentioned at
the beginning of this story,

The other farm retained by the family was that of Mrs., Adah Trabue Just north
of the church. I remember Mrs, Trabue as a cultured refined lady., She was born
in New York and attended a girl's school, or rather a small college, which was
some what unusual for in those early years girls were not considered good college
material, She came to Woodburn, Ill,, when a young girl to make her home with
our-uncle, Judge Huggins. The latter owned a general store and was the postmaster
for this little village which at that time was more important than Bunker Hill,
only a few miles away., The old stage road passed through this place, There was
the usual stage stand, sometimes called a "tavern" and here was the first stop
made after leaving Edwardsvill, Mrs, Trabue taught what was probably the first
school in the town and helped in the post office., In speaking of her experiences
as a postal clerk, she remarked that the only magazine that came to the office
was the Saturday Evening Post, The subscriber kindly loaned the copies to her
and ever after the Post was the best beloved of any reading material that came
to her home. There were two Trabue children, Miss Mina and Edwin (Ned) who
married Miss Anna Killam, Their farm was sold a few years ago. The house, no
longer used as a dwelling, is slowly crumbling away, a sad reminder of a people
and a community that now belongs to the past,

Only two of all the farms: herein mentioned have remained in the family of
the original owner., One, the Urquhart home, the other the lands of Columbus
Wheeler. Regarding the latter, there have been some transfers through the years,
but as of today, much of the acreage remains in the Wheeler name, The greater
portion belongs to the Floyd Wheelers, the remainder to Nellie Deadrick Dey, a
grandson and granddaughter of one of the first settlers to come to spanish needle.

Another interesting change noted is that in the value of real estate,
government lands sold for $1,2% an acre in 1832, One hundred acres south of the
Stratton farm and extending to the Bunker Hill road was sold in 1849, and the price
received was $3,80 for eighty acres in cultivation, and $4.60 for twenty acres of
timber, The owners were Moses and Elizabeth Wheeler Wadsworth, the parents of
Frank Wadsworth, who is mentioned else where in this story. The farm was a gift.
from her father, James Wheeler. This bit of information was found in the
Wadsworth family tree, There have been a number of owners in the years that followed-
the Gimlins, George Adams, Robert and Giles Rusher. Sometime ago it was again
sold and is now the property of the Walter Youngs.
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Regarding land values the cultivated and well improved farms in this vicinity
would probably sell for several hundred and more dollars per acre at the present
time.

The old stage coach road from Springfield to Edwardsville crossed the west
side of the Brushy Mound Township. It followed closely the foot paths that the
pioneers traveled through the woods and across prairies to Macoupin and Sangamon
Counties. On the upland beyond Dry Fork Creek, in the edge of Hilyard township
was a stage stand named Plainview., Here travelers could obtain meals and a
night's lodging, Alsc, there was a barn for the horses because this was on
place where the drivers changed teams before making the drive to the next station.
When the Chicago and Alton railroad was built, a little town grew up some three
or four miles west that was called Plainview., Eventually the first small
"Wayside Inn" was known as "Old Plainview", The Frank Wadsworth family lived
here for years and I have been in the home many times, Both house and barn have
long disappeared and what was once a scene of much activity is now an open field,

One of the well known landmarks, very near the old stage cach roesd, was
the Spanish Needle Baptist Church, one half mile west. When the Baptist Church
in Carlinville was dedicated in 1835 a number of the charter members lived in
Brushy Mound township. Because of the distance from town and bad roads, they
withdrew their membership and built a church, a small frame structure, on the
site above named, The first service was held in June 1847. At that time there
was a membership of twenty six. Later, when the members planned for a new and
larger church the old one was sold and moved to a near by farm where it was used
long years as amachine shop and buggy shed., I believe it was blown down by a
wind storm, or perhaps just fell apart:!from old age.

Every one will remember the old Brick church, a pretty dignified building
that. stood near the corner of a cross road with a woods in the immediate backe
ground, and a number of very large maple trees on the front lawn which were set
out by the first trustees. It was always kept in good repair. The once bright
colored bricks had weathered to a soft shad of red, but the large wide window
frames, the heavy cornices and the double doors at the front entrance were always
kept painted while as in early days. The Wains coating doors and seats of the
interior were all of wlnut as was the pulpit furniture,

Work on the new building was delayed over a period of years because of
financial conditions following the Civil War, so it was not completed and dedicated
until May 2, 1874.

For a long time it was a flourishing church and some of the ministers who
conducted services here were Rev D,P, Deadrick, Rev, Freeman, Rev, Marsh from
the Brighton-Alton vicinity, all pioneer Baptist preachers. Others who followed
were Harley Marsh, son of the former, Rev., Smirl, Rev, Moffett, Rev., Rhoads,
and I believe the last was Rev, Little in 1920,

The older people frequently spoke of interesting and successful revival
meetings held here and these were always followed by a baptismal service which was
usually held at the large pond on the Wilson farm. )

Two annual money making projects were an oyster supper during the winter and
an outdoor ice cream festival in the summer. Both were very popular events and
always well attended for this was a good time to meet and visit with old friends.
I must not forget to mention and pay tribute to the Ladies Aid Society. This
group of loyal and hard working women made and quilted quilts, made and sold aprons
and sunbonnets for years. They always were found ready and willing to help in
any needs of the church.

From the beginning there was a Sunday School, and I believe Mr, Theodore
Bailey was the first superintendent, His wife was Mary Trabue, and both were
interestéd and active in affairs of the church, Their home was south of the
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Urquhart farm and the place was acquired by Mr., Urgquhart when the Bailey's moved
to California to make their home. Other superintendents who followed were William
Whitlock, my mother, August Hacke and Mrs, Anna Trabue. In later years the

Sunday school was dismissed for the winter months, but the work was carried on
through the Home Department.

As time went on a number of the members moved away to new homes, some died,
and there are others of whom there is no record. Therefore, it would seem that
Mrs. Anna Trabue is the last remaining of a membership of 241,

The building was completely destroyed by a fire which swept across the near
by woods in 1943, Only the seats and pulpit furniture were saved. Today one
will note just a few broken and discolored bricks, scattered about, which marked
the site where once was a church that in early days meant much to the people of
this community.

This is a brief resume' of Spanish Needle history. In it are named a number
of those early settlers who sought a new home and abetter place for their families
to live. Due to the efforts and hard work of these people, and those who followed,
the once wild unbroken prairie has been changed into the fine, well cultivated
farms, modern homes and the good all-weather roads that are here today. It shows
the progress made over a period of more than one hundred thirty years.

I have told my story as it was told to me by Edwin Trabue, my father, and Frank
Wadsworth, The latter was a relative of the Wislon and Wheeler families and
lived in the home of the former. He was familiar with the old stage road and
could point out places of interest along the trail, Other items were given by
Williem Stoddard who was well informed in the history of Macoupin County and
especially that of Brushy Mound.

The data regarding the Brick Church was taken from the old record book of
the church clerk which remained with Mrs, Trabue, In the nature of a farewell,
the children gathered wild flowers to decorate the school room, a potluck dinner
was served at noon, attended by parents and fiends, and in the afternoon a
program when every child "said a speech" Mr, Hoehn continued teaching, and for
a good many years was Superintendent of the Gillespie schools. While on this
community he lived on a farm a short distance north which I believe was Rice
land. Later the place was owned by Charles Hacke who moved the old house and
built a more modern home where the Wilbur Suhlings now live.

Miss Anna Killam came to teach Spanish Heedle in September 1895. The school
directors wer Louis Miller, Joseph Lott and George Wilson. She said she was
hired for one year only, but the years added up to twenty-four and then there
were two years teaching in the elementary schools of Bunker Hill, For the first
years she lived in the Urquhart home during the winter at Spanish Needle,

The Journal of Brushy Mound Township was loaned to mb by Ethel Whitworth
Yard, a former teacher of this school. She is a great granddaughter of W, S.
Keltner, the first township treasurer, who has been named above a number of times,

The Keltners came from Tennessee to Jacksonville, Illinois, where they
lived for a number of years and then moved to Brushy Mound in 1832, Their farm
was one mile east of here and in later years was the home of the Marian Whitworths,
parents of Mrs. Yard.,

When the schools of Macoupin County were consolidated in 1945 and an order
was issued that all country school houses were to be sold, Milo Wheeler, a life
long resident of this township remarked: "The church is no longer her. Now if
they sell and move away the school house, this will never seem like home and
Spanish Needle again., Something should be done about this."

People in the district were interested in buying the building and converting
it into’a community center. WMr. Wheeler was adked to do the bidding and the
price paid was $609, Later froty-five residents of the community each pledged
seventeen dollars and the money was fefunded to the buyer,




. years went on, some bought, and some the gift of friends of the school, Let - .=
- us hope this little library will continue to be'a source of pleasure to school ™ = ¢,

.. & very pleasant place to live and call home,.” . . '

* ! Thinking of a life so well spent, ‘I am reminded of a few lines by en anonymous - %' ' ”
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.~ . The school room was immediately vacated. All the seats ard other equipment; L

- including the library, was trucked away. - Just-where was their destination, no . '+ -
one knows, but there was a rumor that they were taken to Arkensas. . .

. The library.was first started when Mrs. Trabue came here to teach. The

. money to buy books was earned by givving "Box Suppers" which at. one time wexe

. -quite popular, socially as well as financially., Other books were added as the ST
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. -children, wherever they may be, as it once was to the children of Spanish Needle.
.~ The old school house has been repaired, _redecorated and a modern well equipped oo
;' kitchen has been added, It now serves @s'a social center for the neighborhood, ST
-+ The Home Bureau and: Four H, Clubs hold their meetings here. There is a Birthday Y

.. Club, and once each month a party is given and the members and their friemds . . . . '
. et together for an evening of fun and good" féllowship, .. - ~ .

. Thus Spanish Needle lives on in the Community Center 'pf' today. :A.é» the N
Years go by we feel assured that it will continue. to ‘be, as" it has always been; G

, And now & further word in.regard to the lady who is the honof guest today, o
- We all agree, I am sure; that Mrs, Trabue has been a good friend to everyone, - RN
She gave a whole hearted and helpful service to the school, the church and Sunday ~:
School, and this neighborhood: she called home for. approximately ‘seventy years. =

e writer which seem quite fitting. They are as follows: "I shall live in this - = .=+ . |
world but once. ‘Thersfore, any kindness I. can show, or any good deed I 'can do » . S
let me do it now, let me not defer it or-neglect it, for 1 Shall not pass this '~ - R

“vay again." - |
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"I believe there are many who are thinking likewise and are happy to call .
* .. Anna Killem Trabue our teacher and friénd, saEre T e R ;
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.+ ' This story vas written for the celebration of the One Hundredth Anriiversary . -
-+ of -the Spanish Needle School, held at the Spanish Needle Community Center, Sunday @~ *
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